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Yasuda Yojuro’s “Anti-Modern” Thinking and
Views of China

Bau-man Tzeng

Department of History, Soochow University

This article offers a partial intellectual portrait of Yasuda Yojuro, a
famous Japanese critic in the first half of the twentieth century. It
examines Yasuda’s intellectual background and his writings during
World War II, and explores the place of his “anti-modern” thinking in the
intellectual history of Japan. The article first sketches the current of
thought known as the critique of the modern (kindai) in Japan, in which
Yasuda Yojurd occupied a significant role. It then demonstrates how
Yasuda made use of Japanese national studies (kokugaku) and German
Romantic literature to articulate his refutation of the “modern Western
European.” Following this, the article observes what and how Yasuda
experienced, together with Takeuchi Yoshimi and Kamiya Masao, during
their stay in Japanese-occupied Beiping in May 1938, as well as their
criticism of the “Sino-Japanese cultural goodwill” policy. Finally, it
analyzes Yasuda’s unique view of the Sino-Japanese War. Overall, the
article argues that the “anti-modern” thinking of the early Showa era was
characterized by its emphasis on cultural subjectivity. On the one hand,
Yasuda inherited the literary and art tradition from Japanese national
studies in order to stand against the “modern Western European” cultural
landscape; on the other, to fight against the curtailing of the freedom of
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speech, he always kept a distance from political authority, thereupon
developing certain war aesthetics different from the West.

Keywords: Yasuda Yojiiro, anti-modern, national studies (kokugaku),
“overcoming modernity” (kindai no chokoku), Takeuchi Yoshimi



